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(57) Abstract 

A process for the preparation of compounds represented by general formula (V) or salts thereof: (wherein R* and R^ are each H, OH or 
the like; R' is H, OH or the like; R^ is H or OH; R^ is H or lower alkyl; R^ is CrC^ alkyl or the like; and R^ is H or OH), which comprises 
reacting an N-demethylerythromycin derivative with a compound represented by the general formula: R' - X (wherein R" is Cj-C^ alkyl or 
the like; and X is a leaving group) in the presence of either a cyclic amide alone or both a cyclic amide and an alkanenitrile and treating the 
obtained product with an acid. 
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